[Genetics in medical practice after 2000].
Within a few years the 80,000 human genes will be identified which will increase our understanding of the genetic aspects of a large number of diseases, not only the relatively rare monogenic diseases but also the more frequent multifactorial diseases such as atherosclerosis, thrombosis and schizophrenia. Pharmacogenomics will lead to particular medication that is tuned to the genetic variations of the patient. Presently this increase in knowledge in the area of DNA diagnosis and genetic counselling will lead to a continuous increase in requests for assays. The possibilities for application will depend on new technological developments such as the DNA array technology and automation. To meet the increasing number of requests for genetic counselling, genetic nurses will have to play an important role. Moreover, collaboration between clinical geneticists and other specialists will have to be further intensified.